FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND

FAR NORTH
QUEENSLAND
REGIONAL PROFILE AND SUCCESS STORIES
Tech enables new
supply chains

THE FAR NORTH COAST REGION
HAS MANY LOCAL SUCCESS
STORIES SUPPORTED BY ADVANCE
QUEENSLAND. THESE LOCAL
INNOVATORS AND BUSINESSES
ARE DELIVERING JOBS, ECONOMIC
GROWTH AND BENEFITS FOR
THEIR COMMUNITY, OUR STATE
AND THE WORLD.

Farmer Meets Foodie developed
an app to help farmers find new
markets to sell their produce, and
provide those in the hospitality
trade with simpler ways of
sourcing local food.

Catch’n’Release
Catch’n’Release is a safe
and sustainable anchor retrieval
system designed for recreational
boating. Cairns locals Peter
and Margaret Powell developed
the anchor to reduce boating
accidents and damage to
marine environments.

Improving off-season
productivity
MP Australia Holdings is
integrating the production of
biofuels made from Agave plants
into existing sugarcane refineries.
Agave can be grown on land
marginal for sugarcane and
processed in sugarcane refineries
during non-crushing season.
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TURNING WASTE INTO PROFIT

Banana farmers Bob and Krista
Watkins from FNQ had their Eureka
moment when Rob accidentally
drove over a hand of green lady
finger bananas and noticed a
puff of white dust.
Natural Evolution Foods now uses
patented technology in its factory
to convert banana waste into
highly nutritious gluten-free banana
flour. Support from the Advance
Queensland Ignite Ideas Fund
enabled the company to establish

Building our Innovation Economy – Advance Queensland Strategy

attendees at
Advance Queensland
workshops and events

sales of its processed foods
in overseas markets.
Their patented manufacturing
system has now been launched
in Japan, with the UK and
Europe to follow soon.
Their range has since expanded
to a range of health supplements,
baking goods, beauty, equine
and healing products with even
more potential to export to a
global market.
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INFLAMMATORY DISEASE HELP
Every day our immune system faces the enormous
task of protecting us from infections. However,
in some diseases, our immune system loses its
balance and can attack our own body (during
autoimmune diseases). Unfortunately, there are
very few treatments available for autoimmune
and allergic diseases.
Dr Paul Giacomin from the Australian Institute
of Tropical Health and Medicine at James Cook
University is investigating how parasitic intestinal
worms can help treat inflammatory diseases such
as coeliac disease, Crohn’s and asthma.
His team recently showed that these creatures
have an amazing ability to restore the balance of
the immune system in people with coeliac disease,
an autoimmune disease triggered by eating glutencontaining foods.
This discovery could potentially help the 250,000
Australians who suffer from coeliac disease.

FAR NORTH
QUEENSLAND



Indigenous tourism
support

Startup catalyst
mission

With support from the
Connecting with Asia
Strategy, the Cairns
Indigenous Tourism
Project will help better
understand the kinds of
Indigenous experiences
that appeal to Chinese
visitors and help
Indigenous businesses to
develop new products.

Wujal Wujal Aboriginal
Shire Council participated
in the 2019 Startup
Catalyst Community
Leaders Mission to the
USA to explore and learn
from well-established
and globally-renowned
innovation ecosystems.



Cairns
Manufacturing Hub

3D visualisation
of new homes
Allaro Homes Cairns
has developed the
Bim Bam Plug In AR
system to enable
architects and
building designers to
instantly visualise their
construction projects
and better estimate the
price of projects.



TOWNSVILLE

Tourism software
platform
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Didgigo Marketing Pty
Ltd is using data to create
quality, personalised travel
documents for travel
businesses – quickly
and easily.


The Cairns Manufacturing
Hub is growing the local
food, marine and aviation
sectors by offering
Advanced Welding
Training and Robotic
Capability, and developing
3D printing for specialist
manufacturing of marine
and aircraft parts.


Delivering remote
medicine
Sophus Health Pty
Ltd has built an online
nutrition platform – fYOUL
– so dieticians can service
clients in remote areas
through video calling
appointments and direct
messaging.

