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REGIONAL PROFILE AND SUCCESS STORIES

THE WIDE BAY REGION HAS 
MANY LOCAL SUCCESS STORIES 
SUPPORTED BY ADVANCE 
QUEENSLAND. THESE LOCAL 
INNOVATORS AND BUSINESSES 
ARE DELIVERING JOBS, ECONOMIC 
GROWTH AND BENEFITS FOR  
THEIR COMMUNITY, OUR STATE  
AND THE WORLD.
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+
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+
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Family business going strong

Bundaberg Brewed Drinks  
Pty Ltd is a household name  
and a proud family owned 
business. The soft drink 
manufacturer is developing  
a super brewery that will expand 
current operations to meet 
growing demand, and deliver 
around 350 jobs to the region.

Indigenous students  
code robots

15 coding and robotics workshops 
were delivered to 70 Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander  
students from nine schools in  
the North Burnett region in a 
program that also upskilled  
local teachers and librarians. 

Repurposing stone waste

Eidsvold Siltstone Pty Ltd,  
a mining and manufacturing 
business, is turning stone waste 
produced by diamond sawing 
and pebble tumbling into a 
commercially viable product. 
The waste is being used as 
landscaping pebble and as a 
product for the cement industry.

 BETTER RETURNS FROM CITRUS ZEST

Family-run farming business 
Suncoast Limes has been farming 
limes for more than 20 years. 
Husband and wife duo Linda 
and Daniel Tabone developed 
an automated machine that 
completely removes the zest  
from the whole fruit prior to juicing, 
a job previously done by hand,  
to reduce waste and costs. 

Around 40 per cent of Australian 
citrus is sent for juicing, which 
delivers a relatively poor return  

to the grower and is usually  
seen as an alternative to simply 
dumping the fruit when returns  
are low. 

This new process, supported  
by Advance Queensland funding, 
produces extra high-value  
product from the skins that  
would normally go to waste.  
This increases the value of the  
fruit and provides higher returns  
to the grower.
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EARLY DETECTION OF CEREBRAL PALSY

Central Queensland University’s Dr Lee Barber 
partnered with the Children’s Health, Queensland 
Hospital and Health Service and CSIRO to 
investigate a novel muscle ultrasound and wearable 
sensor movement technology for early detection  
of cerebral palsy.

Individuals with cerebral palsy (CP) have muscles 
that have adapted and function in different ways 
than typically developing muscles. CP is the most 
common physical disability of childhood.  Despite 
the early brain injury, infants are usually not 
diagnosed until two years of age, even older for 
families in remote areas. 

The mobile device CP Muscle-Movement Toolbox 
will expand on current brain MRI and clinical 
assessments for early detection of the condition.  
Dr Barber is partnering with CSIRO and the 
Queensland Paediatric Rehabilitation Service 
(Children's Health Queensland).


Fraser Coast – the 
place for drones

The inaugural Fraser 
Coast Drones & 
Innovation Showcase in 
Maryborough positions 
the Fraser Coast at the 
forefront of developing 
and capitalising on 
drone technology and 
applications to deliver 
long term, sustainable 
economic growth and 
community benefits.


Local collaboration 
works

The Wide Bay Burnett 
Regional Organisation 
of Councils supports 
collaboration between 
23 local partners from 
entrepreneurs, business 
and industry across 
the region, including 
Bundaberg, Fraser Coast, 
Gympie, South Burnett  
and North Burnett.


Regional angel 
investor

Fraser Coast Angels 
is backing local ideas, 
including Campedia,  
a local Hervey Bay  
startup with a  
touring platform.


North Burnett  
codes 

The North Burnett  
Regional Council  
partnered with  
CoderKidz to deliver 
workshops for Indigenous 
students and their 
teachers/aides. Support 
also enabled the Eidsvold 
Library to be equipped  
with the region’s first  
3D printer.


Bundaberg libraries 
open doors

Bundaberg Regional 
Libraries partnered  
with It’s Rocket Science 
Adventures to engage  
the local community to 
discover new scientific 
interest and interact with  
a form of science such  
as Aerospace. 


Improving the Nurse 
Navigators Program

The Integrated Care 
Innovation Fund 
supported the  
Wide Bay Hospital  
and Health Service 
to improve clinical 
engagement and 
coordination with 
healthcare partners.
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