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THE MACKAY-WHITSUNDAY 
REGION HAS MANY LOCAL SUCCESS 
STORIES SUPPORTED BY ADVANCE 
QUEENSLAND. THESE LOCAL 
INNOVATORS AND BUSINESSES 
ARE DELIVERING JOBS, ECONOMIC 
GROWTH AND BENEFITS FOR  
THEIR COMMUNITY, OUR STATE  
AND THE WORLD.

$4.3M
+ awarded to 210+  

Advance Queensland  
recipients

30 projects to protect the  
Great Barrier Reef

1000
attendees at Advance +

Smart irrigation

Farmacist is developing a smart 
phone app that allows growers 
to record irrigation events and 
infrastructure on their properties 
– matching this with crop 
information to maximise water 
efficiency and crop yield.

Guardian IMS goes global

QIT Plus Pty Ltd developed 
Guardian IMS, a powerful 
Incident Management System, 
commercialised in Australia 
and successfully used to 
coordinate transport at the 2018 
Commonwealth Games. They are 
aiming to be the world’s leading 
incident management system.

REAP in Mackay

In partnership with QUT  
we will accelerate local  
entrepreneurship in Mackay.  
Up to $100,000 will be  
provided to grow their  
local innovation ecosystem  
and create jobs.

Queensland workshops 
and events

Image courtesy of Tourism and Events Queensland

REGIONAL PROFILE AND SUCCESS STORIES

 MAKING THE GREAT BARRIER REEF HEALTHY

Advance Queensland is investing  
in 30 projects worth $3 million 
to help Queensland’s best and 
brightest minds address issues 
facing the long-term health of  
the Great Barrier Reef.

The Industry Research Fellowships 
program is delivering eight 
research projects to improve  
water quality and boost coral 
abundance on the reef.  
They are working with the 

Australian Department of the 
Environment and Energy to  
trial new ways of supporting  
coral populations. 

The Great Barrier Reef has  
vital environmental and  
economic value to the Mackay, 
Isaac and Whitsunday region.  
Not only will these projects  
protect the reef, they will help  
to safeguard the thousands  
of jobs that rely on it. 
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COELIAC DISEASE TREATMENT

The Coral Sea Clinical Research Institute is 
fighting coeliac disease through a clinical 
trials research facility in Mackay that has 
attracted international attention. Regional 
medical researchers and scientists are trialling 
life-changing drugs and vaccines with trials for 
the coeliac vaccine Nexvax2 the Institute’s first 
cab off the rank. 

Until now, the only effective treatment for coeliac 
disease was eliminating gluten from the diet – 
and that was never foolproof. If trial results are 
positive, the vaccine could benefit one in  
70 Australians and provide relief from a strict 
lifelong gluten-free diet. 

The trials conducted at this institution will 
advance medical research, help many 
people worldwide and build the state’s 
biopharmaceutical sector.


Fast prototyping 

Innovatium has developed 
the Printed Circuit Board 
Rapid Prototyping Service 
to rapidly produce high 
quality circuit boards. 
The company is taking 
this cost-effective rapid 
prototyping service to 
regional companies 
across Australia.


Better health

Mackay Hospital and 
Health Service is 
partnering with Northern 
Queensland Primary 
Health Network to 
improve emergency 
department patient  
flow and address  
obesity and diabetes  
Type 2 conditions. 


DGH Engineering

DGH Engineering  
Pty Ltd supports local 
industries including 
mining, ports, water, 
defence and sugar.  
A new Computer 
Numerical Control 
multifunctioning lathe 
will advance their 
manufacturing and 
improve productivity. 


Innovation driving 
growth

Innovative processes 
are helping RTI Pty Ltd 
successfully diversify 
their business, to supply 
to resources, cement, 
energy and food 
industries, and create 
local jobs.


Think Digital

This partnership between 
the Isaac Regional 
Council and Moranbah 
State High School runs 
library sessions to build 
the digital skills and 
confidence of students, 
teachers, librarians and 
the public.


Patient check-in app

GP Mx Solutions Pty Ltd 
worked with a Central 
Queensland University 
graduate to streamline 
check-in processes 
for patients at medical 
clinics and enhance 
practice management 
systems. This successful 
partnership led to 
employment at the 
company.
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