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QANTAS Group Pilot
Academy
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The Toowoomba QANTAS
Group Pilot Academy will train
250 pilots, and create significant
training career opportunities
including 100 direct jobs during
construction, 300+ jobs in the
construction sector, and up to
160 ongoing highly skilled jobs.

THE DARLING DOWNS REGION
HAS MANY LOCAL SUCCESS
STORIES SUPPORTED BY ADVANCE
QUEENSLAND. THESE LOCAL
INNOVATORS AND BUSINESSES
ARE DELIVERING JOBS, ECONOMIC
GROWTH AND BENEFITS FOR
THEIR COMMUNITY, OUR STATE
AND THE WORLD.

United Petroleum’s
Bio-Refinery
Australia’s first grain-to-ethanol
facility at Dalby is converting
nearly 200,000 metric tonnes
of sorghum into 76 million litres
of ethanol and animal feed.
They are supporting local jobs,
sorghum growers and graziers,
and a cleaner environment.

Goondiwindi innovation
Family-owned Woods Foods
entered the gluten-free and
allergen-free markets in 2012
and started production of
their signature UltraPulse®
Chickpea Flour. Today they
sell premium food ingredients,
including grains, seeds and
flours around the world.
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MAKING FARMING EASIER AND CHEAPER

Advance Queensland's Ignite Ideas
Fund is helping DataFarming
Pty Ltd to commercialise an online
tool to monitor crop or pasture
with imagery. This tool will identify
on-ground issues and pasture
quality and deliver targeted
solutions to water needs.
The Crop Monitoring Tool can also
identify long term productivity zones
and instantly create a file that can
be uploaded to a tractor to apply
variable rates of fertilisers to crops.

Building our Innovation Economy – Advance Queensland Strategy

DataFarming uses mobile friendly
mapping, satellite imagery and
cloud-based processing engines
to put decision making information
in the hands of farmers.
DataFarming users have mapped
over three million hectares of
farms worldwide.
DataFarming is creating technology
solutions for farmers that are
simple, automated and low cost
that can be used around the world.
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TURNING WASTE INTO ENERGY

Pioneering
composite building
materials

Coding drones for
search and rescue

A collaboration between Oakey Beef Exports,
Meat and Livestock Australia, Churchill Abattoir and
the University of Southern Queensland is delivering
research to improve the value of agricultural waste
products by generating energy from waste.
The red meat processing industry is Australia’s
largest food manufacturer and exporter and is
extremely energy and resource intensive.
Queensland is the single biggest contributor
to the industry accounting for 42 per cent of
livestock slaughtered. Substantial scope therefore
exists to increase deployment of waste recovery
technologies.
The benefits of the research will further increase
profitability and reduce environmental impact
across Queensland's red meat sector through
developing enhanced waste management
processes and technologies.

Toowoomba-based
Wagners is using
advanced manfacturing to
scale up the commercial
production of strong,
durable and sustainable
concrete products.


Farmers saving on
herbicide bills
Goondiwindi based
startup InFarm has
developed a tractor
weed solution. The
system uses drone
images to detect
weeds and identify
where in the paddock
to spray.
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The Massachusetts
Institute of
Technology Regional
Entrepreneurship
Acceleration Program
will provide support to
identify local solutions
and accelerate local
entrepreneurialism.

Toowoomba Regional
Libraries, in partnership
with STEM Punks,
delivered a Drones
in STEM Education
professional development
event for teachers
and school children
at 11 libraries across
the region.


Innovation in local
healthcare delivery
Through a partnership
between Darling Downs
Hospital and Health
Service and Darling
Downs and West
Moreton Primary Health
Network, the Integrated
Care Innovation Fund
supported improved
models of care for people
living with diabetes in the
Darling Downs region.


Smart fridge for
safer storage
The FridgeBrain
Vaccine Fridge is making
the storage of vaccines
safer and easier.

