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Drones in the Outback
Queensland’s Outback provides
the best environment for testing
drone technologies.
The Queensland Government
is investing in test facilities,
including large drone zones,
as part of Queensland securing
the national Defence Cooperative
Research Centre facility.

THE OUTBACK QUEENSLAND
REGION HAS MANY LOCAL SUCCESS
STORIES SUPPORTED BY ADVANCE
QUEENSLAND. THESE LOCAL
INNOVATORS AND BUSINESSES
ARE DELIVERING JOBS, ECONOMIC
GROWTH AND BENEFITS FOR
THEIR COMMUNITY, OUR STATE
AND THE WORLD.

Virtual Outback experiences
Equipped to Discover Pty
Ltd in Thargomindah has
developed LiveOrbis, an
augmented reality solution
that helps SMEs to provide
innovative levels of customer
interaction with their first target
being the tourism sector.

Startup Weekend Outback
Through strong local
collaboration, the Startup
Weekend – Outback Edition
was held to showcase local
success and help others across
outback towns to develop their
ideas into startup businesses.
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NEW BUSINESS FROM ANCIENT MATERIALS

The Dugalunji Aboriginal
Corporation is based at
Camooweal, a small town in
north-western Queensland with
a population of 187 at the last
census count. A little town with
big ideas, they have discovered
and patented a unique high-quality
cellulose nanofibre from
Australian native Spinifex grass.
They are using simpler,
cost-effective and more
environmentally friendly methods
Image courtesy of Tourism and Events Queensland

Building our Innovation Economy – Advance Queensland Strategy

to turn this grass into products that
will revolutionise the plastic and
rubber industries.
Researchers at the University
of Queensland are working
with the Dugalunji Aboriginal
Corporation to bring together
Indigenous Traditional Knowledge
and science to create the products
of the future. This has the potential
to create new industry and
employment opportunities.
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IMPROVING SHEEP STOCK
MANAGEMENT

RAPAD
Entrepreneur
in Residence

Outback Aerodrone

Central Queensland University is working with
Australian Wool Innovation to improve sheep
production and welfare through testing ear tag
technology on stock through properties in
Western Queensland.
The grazing sheep industry is experiencing
a resurgence in Western Queensland.
Queensland sheep producers are in need
of new technologies to automatically detect
issues affecting their animals.
The aim of the 'smart tags' is to work out how
to best deliver valuable flock animal health and
welfare information to farmers in their home office.
The smart sensor ear tags would be used on
flocks so farmers can know when it is time to move
sheep to another paddock, when a wild dog is
attacking, or to detect the early stages of disease
in an animal.


Dinosaur discoveries
The Outback Gondwana
Foundation Ltd project
has brought science to
remote communities,
schools and visitors,
where dinosaur and
megafauna discoveries
are being made.
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RAPAD engaged
international expertise
through Daniel Johnsen,
an entrepreneur and
technology advocate
from Louisville, Kentucky
USA. As the Entrepreneur
in Residence, Daniel
spent 12 months in
Longreach helping to
grow the startup
community across
Outback Queensland.
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The Paroo Shire Council,
with support from
Advance Queensland,
delivered coding
programs through the
Cunnamulla Library and
five schools. Funding also
enabled advanced staff
training and equipment
purchase.

The Outback Aerodrone
Symposium is Australia's
only unmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV) event. Held
annually in Barcaldine,
it attracts industry
professionals and
exhibitors from across
Australia and the world
as part of Queensland
Drone Week.


3D scanning revives
war history
University of the Sunshine
Coast’s Dr Brent Moyle
is using 3D scanning
to bring Charleville’s
WWII history to life in
augmented and virtual
reality – generating local
jobs and attracting more
tourists to the Outback.


Improved care
outcomes
The Central West Hospital
and Health Service at
Longreach, with support
from the Integrated
Care Innovation
Fund, developed
and implemented a
Connecting Communities
model for integrated
chronic illness prevention
and care.

