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2016/17 Program Timeframes

PhD Scholarships 

A&TSI PhD Scholarships 

- closed 12 December 2016

Research Fellowships 

A&TSI Research Fellowships 

- closed 6 February 2017

Innovation Partnerships

- EOI closes 30 January 2017

- Shortlisted applicants invited to submit full proposals

- Full applications approximately in February-March 2017



Priorities and Expectations – 2016/17 Round

• Proposals of strategic importance to government and the State

• Mission driven and applied – with results within a 3 year timeframe

• Clear outcomes for Queensland

• Impact – economic, environmental, social

• Industry and jobs growth

• Align with the R&D priorities or Roadmaps

• All proposals considered through competitive programs – no ad-hoc 
submissions considered

• Funding outcomes based on merit

• Queensland Government is an investor – not a funder



Research Fellowships: Key Learnings

• High demand

• 138 submitted, 40 awarded

• Stronger strategic approach to awarding of fellowships

• Greater flexibility possible for some program requirements

• Application forms streamlined where possible



Research Fellowships – key changes for Round 2

Three categories:

1. Standard individual submissions

2. One package of up to 4 applications by a single 
organisation to focus on an area of strategic importance to 
the organisation and the State

3. Bundling of up to 4 applications across organisations to 
focus on an area of strategic importance to the 
organisations and the State (e.g. to support a CRC 
proposal)



Strategic packages  – key changes for Round 2

Application approach
1. Lodge applications as normal

2. For a package from one organisation:
• VC (or equivalent) to submit letter to Christine Williams 

advising of package proposed, the strategic importance to 
current and future focus of your organisation, and the benefits 
for Queensland

3. For a joint package from more than one organisation:
• VCs (or equivalent) to co-sign a letter to Christine Williams 

advising of package proposed and the potential benefits of 
collaborative work for Queensland and the leverage of external 
funds it could enable 



Research Fellowships – key changes for Round 2

Guidelines
• Require a Queensland based industry/end user partner

• Open to part-time researchers

• Residency not required at application.  If successful, will have six 
months to secure residency/visa

• Exemption from the 50% co-location with industry requirement is 
only on the basis of geographical separation (minimum then is 25%)

• If you have issues/queries – seek guidance

Application tools
• New on-line application software being utilised



Innovation Partnerships – Round 1 key learnings

• Continued high demand

• 94 submitted, 15 awarded

• Project outcomes and impact more important than project 
size
• Up to $500,000 (6 recipients)

• $500,000 - $1M (7 recipients)

• $1M – $1.5M (2 recipients)

• Improve clarity around assessment criteria to better guide 
applicants

• Outcomes can be decided and communicated more quickly

• The interview stage for Partnerships was invaluable



Innovation Partnerships – key changes for Round 2

• Guidelines
• Require a Queensland based industry/end user partner

• Require a Queensland based research partner

• Streamlined Assessment Criteria – improved clarity 
around industry driven projects, competitive advantage, 
project outcomes at completion, clear plan for 
translation

• Application tools
• New on-line application software being utilised



Innovation Partnerships – key changes for 
Round 2 (cont)

• Application process
• Two stage process

• Expression of Interest – closes 30 January 2017

• Shortlisted EOIs invited to submit full application for 
consideration and possible interview

• Full applications considered and selected for interview

• Interviews held and final decisions made

• Benefits
• Time and effort saving for EOI applicants not shortlisted

• Advice on outcomes for those not shortlisted provided more 
quickly

• Increased focus on proposals with strategic importance for 
Queensland



Take away messages for applicants

Focus on key program expectations, for example

• Industry-driven issues – deep engagement/co-location

• Clear path to translation
• work with your commercialisation arms and business schools

• explore all options not just licensing

• Clear outcomes at project end
• products/processes/services

• Industry/sector growth

• New markets

• Jobs

• Benefits for Queenslanders

• Partner/industry involvement and commitment

• What is the competitive edge for Queensland?



Innovation Partnerships –applications are 
sought in some key areas

1.  Solar for remote communities

For many years, the cost to deliver electricity to the isolated and remote 
communities of Queensland has been far greater than the cost to provide 
electricity in the southeast corner, in large part due to the cost of diesel 
fuel, and of operating short-lifespan diesel generators so far from major 
population centres. Having a framework for deployment of solar PV and 
storage in these communities is important because:

• Saving money

• The remote communities get access to renewable technology

• The remote communities are more resilient

• Environmentally sustainable



Innovation Partnerships –applications are 
sought in some key areas

• Government could save money: The Queensland Government subsidises the 
difference between the cost of providing power and the price at which it is sold. 
If power can be provided more cheaply – which reduces the necessary subsidy –
that money can be used to benefit the state in other ways.

• The remote communities get access to renewable technology: solar PV and 
storage – provided competitively – are at the forefront of reforms in the 
National Electricity Market. Providing a framework for solar PV deployment in 
the isolated communities – and a demonstration of its technical, social and 
financial viability – will show industry that the isolated communities are a 
worthwhile market for deployment of these technologies.

• The remote communities are more resilient: solar PV and storage can provide 
grid support services, which means that the isolated communities will be more 
energy self-sufficient if the North Queensland wet season cuts them off from 
regular supplies of diesel fuel.

• Environmentally sustainable: Lowering emissions through maximising the 
potential of renewable energy to offset diesel generation and adapting for 
climate change impacts.



Innovation Partnerships –applications are 
sought in some key areas
2.  Mining technologies to exploit deep and complex ores
• Queensland is, like most other advanced states around the world, reliant upon a 

range of minerals that are essential to our way of life. The copper we use to 
distribute our electricity, the zinc we use to galvanise iron, the lead we use in 
the batteries of today, and the lithium we are beginning to use more often in 
the batteries of hybrid vehicles, is sourced from our mineral provinces in the 
northwest and northeast of the State. 

• We are however facing what is now a global problem in maintaining supply of 
these essential minerals. The rich, shallow and easy to mine mineral ores have 
been taken, and we now need to find and mine new deposits at greater depths. 
These ores are not only harder to find and mine, but also harder and more 
complex to process and extract the essential metals they contain. It is important 
we develop and apply new technologies to overcome these challenges because:

• Security of supply is essential to our society

• Our regional communities will benefit

• We should maintain our position as a world leader in mining technology

• We can find better ways to extract minerals from ores



Innovation Partnerships –applications are 
sought in some key areas

• Security of supply is essential to our society – not only to maintain the way we 
have used minerals in the past, but also for use in manufacture of new 
technologies that will, for example, help address global scale problems of energy 
efficiency and emissions reductions

• Our regional communities will benefit – from our ability to continue mining these 
essential minerals with their resultant benefit in terms of employment, regional 
development and maintenance of essential services such as schools and medical 
services

• We should maintain our position as a world leader in mining technology – to 
export not only ores but also our technology and expertise, so that we maximise 
benefit from our wealth of mining capability and continue to strengthen both our 
research and “Mining Equipment Technology and Services” sectors

• We can find better ways to extract minerals from ores – to ensure we optimise 
resource recovery with energy efficiency and environmental sustainability



More information 

• Advance Queensland 
http://advance.qld.gov.au/uni-researchers.aspx

• Research fellowships  
http://advance.qld.gov.au/uni-researchers.aspx

• Innovation partnerships 
http://advance.qld.gov.au/industry/innovation-
partnerships.aspx

http://advance.qld.gov.au/uni-researchers.aspx
http://advance.qld.gov.au/uni-researchers.aspx
http://advance.qld.gov.au/industry/innovation-partnerships.aspx

